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Two Rivers RC&D

Minutes of Meeting
September 25, 2018
RC&D Board:  Terry & Robbie Strauch, Jim Elliott, Harry Wright, Charla Meyers,
Staff:
Brenda L. Middendorf 
Meeting called to order at 5:10 p.m. by Treasurer Jim Elliott. 
MINUTES
Motion by Charla to approve minutes of June meeting.  Robbie seconded.  Motion carried.
FINANCIAL REPORT
Financial reports were placed on file after review.   
CORRESPONDENCE
REPORTS
RC&D

The intern through the AmeriCorps Vista program began on Sept. 3 and is a huge help.  He will be with us through July 31, 2019.

Assistance has been provided to an applicant for a City of Pittsfield Revolving Loan.  This application will need to be approved by you as a board as well as the City of Pittsfield revolving loan fund committee.  Pike County is being required to close out their revolving loan fund, so a considerable about of time has been spent to comply with the closeout process.

Assessment notices were sent out to all sponsoring entities.  To date, Brown County SWCD, Calhoun County Commissioners, Pike County Board and Brown County Board have paid their assessments.  Brown County voluntarily increased theirs to $200.

The Solar Energy Workshop was well attended and I was glad to see RC&D Board members Terry & Robbie Strauch be able to participate.

I continue to attend the Highway 54 Corridor meetings in Missouri to help promote improvements to Highway 54. The October meeting will be held in Pike County, Illinois. I also participate in the Florence Bridge meetings.

I attended the annual Midwest Community Development Institute in Moline the week of August 6th.  This is a week of Economic Development training.  Costs of the training was picked up by PCEDC.

I met with Blake Roderick, Pike County Farm Bureau Director, Shawn Rennecker, Economic Development Director for Illinois Electric Cooperative and Lance Kendrick, manager of the Cannabis Cultivation Center to discuss potential hemp production.  With the recent change in Illinois law, allowing hemp production, this could create new markets for local farmers.  I have contacted the Illinois Department of Agriculture to see if there would be inclusions for Hemp in their Specialty Grant program but they are awaiting word from the USDA. This may become a future RC&D project.

The City of Pittsfield is beginning a MAPPING program which will create a strategic plan.  The meetings are 3 hours for 5 weeks and then a follow up wrap up meeting.  I agreed to serve on the Steering Committee for this effort. The program requires sponsors and since Two Rivers RC&D is the only recognized 501c3 on the Steering Committee they would like us to be their fiscal sponsor.

I met with an architect from Springfield who has done work previously with Volkswagon for Ev charging stations.  As you may have read, Volkswagon is required as part of their lawsuit to create multiple Ev charging stations along interstate highways.  Part of the selection requirement is that it has to be located near an Interstate.  A location near the Barry interchange was shown.  He feels the site has a lot of potential.  We will be looking into adding other amenities to make the application stronger.

Access Illinois Outdoors

We have a new landowner in Bond County.    

Access Food

Grants have been written and solicitations are being sent out to private donors to try to have enough funding for the program this year without Sportsmen Against Hunger funding.  Jed Parn has been very helpful in setting up a program in Brown County at Double K Firearms. Magro Processing will pick up deer from a refrigerated truck and Jed has lined up volunteers to help with the check in.  Collector pins are being provided to the first 50 donors. Magro will also pick up deer from a refrigerated truck located at County Market in Pittsfield for Pike County donations.  County Market employees will help with the check in.  I’ve developed a form for both counties to use to track donations.  We need more help financially in Brown & Schuyler Counties to cover the number of deer processed last year.

Tours

The Christmas Lodge Tour is booked for Tuesday, Dec. 4 and another charter group has booked the Dec. 8th day.  There are still about 20 drive it yourself options for the Saturday tour.  The tour format will change this year and will include a stop in New Canton.

Publicity/Promotion

Press releases will be sent regarding the Access Food program in all counties.

Meetings

· Highway 54 Corridor

· CDC 

· Committee Meetings for PCEDC

· PCEDC Board Monthly Meetings

· Accommodations Tax Advisory Board

· Pike County Finance Committee

· Pike County Board 

· CDBG Grant Workshop

· Chamber of Commerce

· New Philadelphia Association

· CEO Board meeting

· Midwest CDI

Grants/Funding

Several grants have been submitted on behalf of the Access Food program.

We were awarded the grant from USDA Rural Development for technical assistance for small businesses. The total grant amount is $10,000. 

Projects

Ev Charging Station

MAPPING Program – City of Pittsfield – Motion to serve as Fiscal Sponsor for the Mapping Program made by Harry Wright, second by Charla.  Motion carried.
Motion from Terry to cover the pins for the Access Food program for Brown County, second by Terry Strauch.  Motion carried.

Meeting Date  - Next meeting will be in December. 
Adjourn- Terry moved to adjourn, Harry seconded.  Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm by motion of Charla Meyers, and second by Jim Elliott.  Motion carried.
Submitted by Brenda Middendorf
